BCWF members, MoE Staff
and other conservationists
gathered in October to begin
the fight against the illegal
introduction of spiny rays in
the  Thompson. The
volunteers were trained and
used rotenone to eradicate
the spiny rays. According to
MoE staff the treatment was
successful and they look
forward to more treatments

along with the support of
BCWF members, MoE staff and other BCWF members.
conservationists combating Spiny Rays

Article Submitted by
Lynda Ritchie

Spiny ray fishes have the ability to collapse small lake rainbow trout fislaeries
threaten the viability of downstream salmon and other native BC fish populatio
Eradication of spiny ray fish species in the Thompson watershed is therefore a
priority of the Fish and Wildlife Branch of the Ministry of Environment. In
keeping with this priority, the first lake treatment for the eradication of perch
occurred this fall at Skmana lakes, 6 kms NW of Chase. This body of water
connects directly to the Shuswap system through Hiuihill Creek and Adams Ri
A total of nine lakes in the Thompson drainage are known to contain some
combination of yellow perch, small and largemouth bass and pumpkinseed
sunfish.

Rotenone, the compound used to successfully treat Skmana lakes, has not be
used in BC since the rehabilitation of Courtney Lake in 1988. Since that time
regulatory agencies have stepped up requirements for the permitting and
authorization of such activities. A concerted effort this year, prior to the Skmat
Lake treatment was spent obtaining permission from both the Provincial
Integrated Pest Management Unit and the Habitat Section of Fisheries and Oc
Canada. Permit requirements involved many public and First Nations
consultations in the various communities where we felt people may be concerr
or use the lake for recreation. As well, wide-ranging pre and post treatment
monitoring plans for amphibians, reptiles, invertebrates, and fish species were
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implemented. An extensive water quality monitoring plan was developed and i
still being executed.

All our efforts came together on October 10th at 9:30 am when the boats were
fired up, backpack crews were suited, and we began to release rotenone into t
10 C waters. Fish began surfacing in large numbers about an hour into treatme
and by the end of the day tens of thousands of dead and dying yellow perch, a
few peamouth chub had collected along the shorelines. Approximately 25
rainbow trout were also noted among the dead, but in shockingly small numbe
given that the stocking of 8000 rainbow fingerlings per year was only
discontinued in 2007. Treatment wrapped up relatively early and the following
day sentinel cages containing yellow perch, which had been set out the day be
in undercut embankments and buried deep in the Chara, were checked. This v
tense exercise but in the end all the perch in these cages were dead, providing
strong indication that the treatment was successful.

Monitoring of the lake still continues. Water samples will be taken until all the
compounds released by the treatment decay, and water quality returns to
background levels established by pre-treatment sampling. In the spring there v
be further assessments of amphibian, reptile, and invertebrate numbers.

The effort that was put into this treatment by BCWF members cannot be
overstated. Club members donated over 500 man hours to this project and as:
MOE personnel with pre-treatment works such as road improvements, dock
modifications and placement, building and servicing of equipment, site security
and the list goes on and on.

Most of the funding for this project came from the Habitat Conservation Trust
Fund combined with hours of service rendered by the clubs speaks volumes al
the conservationist role fishers and hunters play in the Province of British
Columbia. It is likely a small handful of poachers dumping these fish illegally bt
it is clearly the majority of anglers who understand this problem and are wiling
spend their own time to help remove the threat of spiny rays from the Thompsc
Watershed.
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Good news for firearms owners and the Canadian firearms industry! The
regulation to require all newly imported guns (featured in the October New)slett
has been deferred until 2009.

The regulation was deferred due to a lack of support from stakeholders and Ml
The BCWF and its members have been strongly opposed to this and have
definitely contributed to the deferral of this regulation. The following is a note
sent from Gordon Urquhart, BCWF member, before the announcement:

“In the October BCWF Newsletter, | was surprised to learn of the federal
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regulation (effective December 2, 2007) that will require all newly imported gur
to be engraved on the frame or receiver with "CA-07" to comply with the UN
Protocol against the lllicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking of Firearms. On
November 8, 2007, | had the opportunity to meet the Minister of Justice/Attorn
General of Canada the Hon. Rob Nicholson. | conveyed to him my strong belit
to the that:

1) the manufacturers' marks are sufficient to track the origin of any firearm

2) this new federal requirement will do nothing to reduce the illegal use of
firearms

3) this regulation will unfairly increase the cost of all firearms imported

into Canada and

4) this regulation represents just another attempt by the former Liberal
government to bureaucratically & financially burden both firearms users and th
firearms industry. The Hon. Mr. Rob Nicholson was aware of the regulation an
in agreement with my views. No promises were made, but he hinted to watch
government's actions in the months ahead.

If Canadians want to reduce the criminal use of firearms, we should write our
Federal MPs in support of the Hon. Rob Nicholson's proposal for a mandatory
year Federal prison sentence for crimes involving the use of firearms.

Keep up the good work at the BCWF!”
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The future of hunting, fishing and other recreational activities in the South
Okanagan — Lower Similkameen are at risk. For the past 4 years Parks Canac
has been conducting a feasibility study to create a National Park Reserve in th
area. Public meetings were held last month in the South Okanagan; BCWF w.
represented by executive, members of the board and club members from
throughout the Okanagan region. The proposed Park has been strongly oppo:s
by conservationists throughout the region. The proposed area contains sever:
popular hunting and fishing locales which have been managed and conserved
hunters for ages. National Parks do not allowing hunting and angling is often
extremely regulated and requires additional licensing.

This park would also override thousands of hours contributed by conservationi
who established a Land Resource Management Plan for the region which has
hugely successful. While everyone agrees conservation of habitat is the most
important challenge we all face, access to and utilization of the resourcelsoust
be ensured.

Send your letters and emails to

102 Industrial Place
Penticton, British Columbia
Canada
V2A 7C8
2 &3 &3&
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Wilf Pfleiderer and Mel Arnold

Patti MacAhonic , Rod Wiebe,
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In mid November the BCWF executive went to Victoria to meeh wie outdoor
caucus and other politicians in Victoria to do some business andhaigeofile
of the BCWF. The executive met with several MLAs to discassds which
affect hunters, anglers and conservationists. There was also aotw forum
organized by the outdoor caucus which profiled the BCWF and other outdoor
groups. The executive met to seek clarification on the Tswasssy, tfollow up
on the provincial allocation policy and seek feedback on how to become a r
dynamic and responsive group.

The message the executive has brough
back is clear: the entire organization
and its members need to be in
communication with their MLAs. The
outdoor caucus is trying to serve as a
bridge between outdoor users and their
MLAS but it's going to be our
responsibility to ensure we are top of
mind when MLAs are considering
issues which may affect outdoor users.
Many MLAs do not know or

understand the challenges that outdoor
users face because they don't hear
from all of us. The BCWF strength
comes from its membership and as an
organization we can be much more
effective if our membership
communicates directly to their MLAs.

www.bcwf.bc.ca
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Send us your news, stories and items of interes
If your article is selected for an upcoming
newsletter we will send you a T-Shirt:
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? Jesse@bcwf.bc.ca 1-888-881-2293

EXT. 224 or feel free to contact any BCWF staff
member.
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