After 25 years of dramatic change in our Province the Provincial Government is
reviewing the Wildlife Act. The review focuses on the use of fish and wildlife
populations throughout the Province. This review is extremely important to us all
asit isthe law that governs our ahility to protect, enhance, access and use our fish
wildlife and habitat in British Columbia

Currently the Wildlife Act does not provide for or adequately define priority access
for British Columbia residents to fish, wildlife or habitat. BCWF prepared a brief
in July, 2006 regarding the review. The brief looks ahead to the future of our
resources and the conservation of fish, wildlife and habitat. Some of the changes
the BCWF would like to see inserted into the act are:

- Resident priority to hunt and fish for social, ceremonial and sustenance
purposes

- Regulations tailored to ensure recruitment and retention of huntersincluding a
periodic review of regulations

- Habitat protection on both crown and private land must be strengthened and
managed to ensure the future of fish and wildlife

- To prevent importation, possession or farming of any indigenous wildlife
species and to prohibit farming of species whose escape may present a
significant threat to indigenous wildlife species

The Provincial Government has a website which explains the project and a
discussion paper that identifies the key issues. On the site you have the ability to
read and post feedback which will be reviewed by MoE employees; you aso have
the ability to view other public posts. All feedback must be received in Victoria
by mail or on the website by the end of June 2007. The website is your
opportunity to provide feedback to the government and enact positive change for
the future of conservation.

WEe're looking for youth! This year we had 6 youth attend convention from the
entire province. We need youth involved at a club, regional and provincial level.

The discussion that seemed to transpire around the lack of youth at convention
revolved around the cost of sending them. According to Joani Trickett, President
of the Nelson Rod and Gun Club, The West Kootenay Outdoorsmen (WKO) has a
model that ensures they send a minimum of one youth delegate every year. Inthe
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WK O fifty cents of each membership sold at every club goes towards sending a
minimum of one youth delegate to convention.

This year the WKO sent two; a mentor who was in her third year as the voting
delegate and another who was the apprentice and who will vote next year.

Thisis something your club and region should be discussing. The kidsin your
club are the future presidents and leaders of conservation; we want to support
them and encourage them to take ownership of BC's habitat, fish and wildlife.
Next year we'd like to see a voting youth delegate from each region at convention.
Now’s the time to put this on your agendato ensure it happens.

We will be featuring a youth project in every issue of the Newdletter to help clubs
encourage new membership and participation. If you have a success story or an
idea contact Jesse.

Article Submitted by
Nina Armitage,
Director OCEOLA F&G Club
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By the time the dust settled BOW was a huge success. The 10th anniversary of
the program, which returned to itsfirst location in Winfield, had it all. Participants
came from as far as Saskatchewan, Alberta and Northern B.C. to learn, live and
love the outdoors. The focus was hands on, hang on, and ya-hoo! No one could
believe this was Darlene Clark®first year as BOW coordinator, and the
resounding applause at wind-up affirmed her success.

More than 60 ladies participated in a number of programs including: firearms
safety, marksmanship, black powder, archery, outdoor photography,
woodworking, trap shooting, ATV, stream channels, outdoor survival and fly-
fishing. The ladies were proud and showing off the "war wounds" of sore
shoulders and bruises while soaking up the Okanagan sun between workshops.

The OCEOLA Fish and Game Club hosted the event, providing venues, assistance
and instructors to help facilitate the well organized event.

From the laughs at registration, to the awesome fundraiser, karaoke around the
campfire, the last hugs and many new friends, the 10th Anniversary BOW
program was truly memorable!! Darlene, | will definitely see you and many
othersin June 2008 at Moberly Lake for another Becoming an Outdoors Woman!
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For the fifth straight year the number of Provincial CORE graduates is up; this
year we're hoping to break 5,000.

CORE'’s history is arocky road which has been hard on hunter recruitment; in
1983 graduates peaked at 12,000 when CORE was free and easily accessed in the
public education system and often administered by MoE staff. 1n 1984 we lost
over 84% of our recruits; graduate numbers fell to an all time low of 1,932
because CORE was removed from the public education system, privatized and
administered by the Opening Learning Institute. The result was an expensive
program which was extremely difficult to access, often only available in urban
centers. 1n 1998, the BCWF took over administration and testing of the program.
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WE're seeing some results; last year CORE graduates were 4,764, have been over
4,000 since 2004 and are at their highest level since 1993, however that isn't
enough to keep the future of hunting alive. As passers of the torch we need to
make CORE easily accessed and available to youth to ensure the future of
hunting. The BCWEF is currently working on an online CORE program to enable
youth and to take the course and test from home. It will be relatively inexpensive
and easy to access particularly for smaller communities.

We're always looking for instructors, particularly in small communities; if
hunting isto continue we need more kids out hunting. For more information on
becoming a CORE instructor contact core@bcwf.bc.ca.
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After 6 months of opposition to a proposal that would alow aresort to discharge
100,000 litres of effluent per day into Sugar Lake North Okanagan Residents and
BCWF have paved the way for change. The opposition to allowing discharge of
effluent has resulted in two new bylaws which prohibit private and commercial
developments from discharging sewage effluentsto water. These changes were
well received by the North Okanagan Regional District (NORD). These changes
only effect the eastern areas of the North Okanagan but NORD hopesto see a
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broader application to the region.

Effluents and pharmaceuticals contained therein have been shown to negatively
affect fish and aguatic life as well as all beings who swim in or drink the water.
These affects have even included reproductive abilities in fish and in some cases
may be linked to the decline of certain aguatic species or even their disappearance.

On May 27" the resort owners have unanimously passed a motion that states they
formally oppose any “sewage or effluent discharge into any BC waterways’ and
that “dumping effluent is an unacceptable and archaic approach to sewage
treatment.”

Thisvictory isagreat example of effort at a grassroots level to protect not only
ourselves but our fish and their habitat and our ecosystems. BCWF members and
residents of the North Okanagan took up the challenge to protect the water they
drink, swim and fish in and they won.
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Family Fishing Weekend is on again, June 15-
17. Fishing across the Province is free, a perfect
opportunity to head out camping and take a kid
out fishing. There are also several free to attend
community based educational events at lakes to
help learn how to catch your first fish.

Several of our clubs are hosting Family Fishing
Weekend events which include. For acomplete
list of clubs and events see the Family Fishing
Weekend events page.

Photo: Region 8 VP John Koehle and son
Okanagan Lake Father’s Day 2006
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Send us your news, storiesand items of interest.
If your articleis selected for an upcoming
newsletter we will send you a T-Shirt:
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Jesse@bewf.bc.ca  1-888-881-2293 EXT. 224
or feel free to contact any BCWF staff member.



