Sunday, October 21,
Kelowna Fish and Game
Club hosted 260 guests
at their annual fall jug

shoot. The club had
Rifles, Handguns, .22s,
bow and arrow and even
miniature cannons for
anyone who wanted to
give it a shot! The event
has been wildly

successful; the proceeds
of the shoot are directed
to the club’'s Junior

John McTeer, a director of the Kelowna and District Fish Program but that's Only a

and Game Club, provides one-on-one supervision every Small  part of the
junior program fundraiser. contribution that's made
to the club.

The shoot has come a long way according to Past President Rud$ib years
ago we started with miss-matched .22s.” This year the shdothay types of
firearms, bows and even a couple of mini-cannons.

Kids, moms, dads, grandparents and Big Brothers all attended the-evbe
would be shooters were stacked up as many as 30 deep waiting tbagsteot
Many of the guests had very little to no prior experiencd iirearms. The
turnout was exceptional and the smiles on participants’ faces told the story!

The shoot contributes around $800 annually to the Junior Program but ttestgre
benefit is the awareness generated for the club both through wonduth and
through local newspapers.

The club’s membership committee has also become much more proactive anc
professional. Renewal notices are sent to new and current members with cluk
brochures informing members of range and safety rules. Other key success
factors include: the annual wild game dinner and fundraiser and new range
contractors who take care of the range and the members. As a result,
participation, awareness and membership have skyrocketed. It was only 5 sh
years ago the club had 350 members. This year the Kelowna Fish & Game ClI
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Kokanee Run Beating
Expectations
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Is approaching 800 members. The club’s membership includes approximately
80 youth between the trap, rifle and archery Junior Programs.

For more information about how to start your own shoot go to Kelowna and
District Fish & Game Club’$lomepager contact Past President Rudy Litz who
heads up the Junior Shooters. Rudy can be reached at (250) 860-8032.
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The latest Ministry of Environment Quarterly Compliance and Enforcement
Summary was released on October 19th. The report covers enforcement actio
throughout the Ministry from the beginning of April through to the end of June.
Key highlights include the issuance of 445 tickets, 27 court convictions and mc
than $168,000 in fines. The full details of tRearterly Reportgives a breakdown
of offenders, locations, act, penalties and descriptions.

The Quarterly Compliance Reports assist deterrence efforts in the proyince b
highlighting violations, in some instances publicly listing the names of offgnder
and detailing the penalties associated with violations.

The Conservation Officer Service encourages all members of the B.C.f&Vildli
Federation and the general public to report all incidents of poaching or pollutin
Reports can be made anonymously to the Ministry of Environment’s Report Al
Poachers and Polluters (RAPP) line at 1-877-952-RAPP (7277) or by visiting
www.rapp.bc.calnformation leading to a conviction may result in up to a $2,00(
reward from the BCWF. Since Jan. 1, 2005, nearly $10,000 has been paid out
19 tipsters.

Currently, the Conservation Officer Service is seeking the public’s assesta
several cases, including the illegal killing of three black bears for the gas@d
trafficking near Nanaimo in July, and the introduction of bass to the Beaver
Watershed in the Cariboo about eight years ago.
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It has been nearly 20 years since the
OCEOLA Fish and Game Club decided the
Kokanee of Woods Lake needed a helping
hand. Thousands of hours and 20 years late
the Kokanee are doing well, eggs are
incubated every year, the fish are spawning
naturally and a fantastic fishery has been
created. The lowest run for Middle Vernon
Creek totals 9 fish in 1983. This year the

A handful of eggs that have official run size was 8832 returning fish,

spawned a fantastic fishery. averaging 40 centimeters with a couple over

Photo Nina Armitage 50 centimeters.



This year the club has added a bridge, a new educational kiosk and two brand
Those Pesky Beavers aluminum incubators to their Habitat Preserve which are home to the incubato
This project has been hugely successful and has generated significant asvarer
OCEOLA Homepage about the great work BCWF members do in Lake Country. Furthermore it has
created a fantastic preferred local fishery which contributes between $250,000
$350,000 annually to the local economy.

Egg takers getting started on a trap full of fish
Photo Nina Armitage

This project was inspired by a couple of longtime BCWF members who'’s
perseverance and hard work has paid off for the fish, habitat and anglers who
made Woods Lake Kokanee a part of their life. If you have a similar project
you'd like to start and would like some guidance or would like to talk about
anything fish related contaBick SimpsonFisheries Chair OCEOLA Fish and
Game Club. Rick can also be contacted at: (250)-868-2535 or cell (250) 215-3
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The Fish and Wildlife Branch in the Kootenay Region (Reg 4) has made a forn
for comments and feedback on proposed hunting regulations for the 2008-200
hunting season. There are several proposed changes, many of which could re
in significantly increased hunting opportunities.

Turkey

The proposed regulations discusses potentially changing the current fall bow ¢
bearded turkey season to a longer rifle season for any turkey. This will répres
significant opportunities for fall hunters to have a wild thanksgiving turkey!

Elk

There are also several proposed changes for elk across the region. Many
management units in the West Kootenay have been on limited entry for severe
years; recent studies show the elk population has increased and Fish and Wilc
Branch staff believes the area can support a 6 pt or greater generalagmn se
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SOSA Turkey Shoot

The Southern Okanagan
Sportsmen's Association
will be hosting their 61st
Annual Turkey Shoot on
December 9th at the
Sportsmen’s Bowl in
Oliver. We offer Trap
Shooting, Rifle Shoot, 22
shoot, Archery and a 5
member team
competition. Registration
opens at 8:00 AM and
shooting begins at 9:00AM
We hope to see all of you
out for our 61st Turkey
Shoot! Contact

at (250) 497-7031.
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In the East Kootenay proposed changes look at modifications to the current 6
better season. The possible changes include a 3 pt or greater season frba Se
30 in low elevation areas or a 3 pt or better season at the end of the current 6
greater season at the end of the season (Oct 10-20).

Moose

It's been many years since the Kootenay had a general omams@amoose and
next year may be the first. Proposed changes include a spikedaslon or a
spike-fork in the north and west parts of the region and a spike osgrseathe
south east portion of the region where Shiras moose exist. THesEBsons
would remain with fewer authorizations to compensate for the GB&ther
proposed changes include opening management units which have beerfazlos
some time to LEH. LEH seasons will also be codified actossegion resulting
in longer timeframes for some hunts.

There are other recommendations that have been put forward bygtha staff
and you need to read the paper to fully understand the rational behind
proposed changes. The feedback form attached to the proposal is
opportunity to be heard. It is not often that seasons are liberatizencourage
hunter opportunity; proposals to remove species from LEH to GOSYanengore
scarce. These proposed changes could result in significantlyampogtunity for
hunters of the Province and will also likely spread hunter pressure out.

To infect change you must be heard: These proposed regulatibhgenand die
by the feedback you (resident hunters) provide. If you do not completerthe
and email it in your voice will not be heard and opportunity may ke IBasure
you complete this form; the future of resident hunting depends on it.

Kootenay Proposed Hunting Regulation Changes

Send us your news, stories and items of interes
If your article is selected for an upcoming
newsletter we will send you a T-Shirt:

Jesse@bcwf.bc.ca 1-888-881-2293
EXT. 224 or feel free to contact any BCWF staff
member.
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