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An alliance of convenience between Big Wildlife – an Oregon based organization – and 
several Canadian wildlife protection organizations, spearheaded an attack on B.C. grizzly 
bear hunting last July.  The BCWF and its members need to be aware of the insidious 
nature of these campaigns as they follow a trusted and tried script which aims to stop 
hunting of not only grizzly bears but all other types of hunting.     
 
The gist of this and other similar activist organization’s arguments for this campaign is 
the same:  First, they claim that there is an indiscriminate and unscientific allocation of 
wildlife available to hunting. Second, they quote a number of bears killed in a given year 
or in a period to claim these numbers show a declining and non-sustainable hunting 
practice.  
 

 
 
Ultimately, the activist group’s objective is not only to discredit the data but to open the 
way to legal challenges based on pre-assumed management failings.  Clearly, another 
objective is to limit access to hunting and/or curtail wildlife use.  They don’t care about 
livelihoods, social & food requirements, culture or heritage.  
 
The animal rights group’s strategy is to focus on the estimating aspect of government 
research papers, clinging to the uncertainty level of those reports which true to their 
scientific roots accept a margin of uncertainty in their counts.   
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The BCWF denounced the irresponsible assertions made by these groups stating the 
estimates are not scientific or that they lack scientific credibility or that they haven’t gone 
through a rigorous independent scrutiny or that bear populations are in decline due to 
hunting overkill.   
 
In fact, all this noise is nothing close to the truth of this matter.   
 

 
 
We need to defend the original traditions of Canada which have included hunting, fishing 
and trapping from the beginning.  We are a hunting and fishing nation and this province 
proudly has 100,000 hunters and 500,000 fishers which reflects our commitment to the 
Western outdoors lifestyle. 
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 At the BCWF we need to be kept abreast of the times and join the Web revolution.  For 

many years, the BCWF has communicated with Clubs, members and donors via regular 
mail.  Nowadays, the costs of mailing thousands of letters and documents has become so 
prohibitive that we require to change most of our snail mail communications to email. 

  
 BCWF has a plan to this effect, gradually collecting email addresses from Clubs and 

members at large to encourage digital communications from now on.  This has two 
immediate advantages:  Cost savings and instant communication. 
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 In the case of donors’ communications, the BCWF sends direct mailer appeals every two 
months, literally in the thousands of pieces.  The mailing costs both for printing the letters 
and the postage eats a too large chunk of donations received.  It just makes more 
economic sense moving to a digital format.   
 
So help your Federation: Send us your email address and encourage your friend club 
members and contacts to do likewise.  The savings will be passed on to you with better 
and faster service! 
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( A special thank you to Paul McLean who provided a research document on 
Quads which was used to produce this article ) 
 
Have you ever wondered what the official rules are pertaining to Quad use on BC 
roads?    If you are like 99% of Quad riders the answer is yes.  Once we got pass 
the legal definitions, to operate a Quad on a BC highway the driver must have a 
valid driver’s license and the Quad must be covered under 3rd party liability 
insurance that provides indemnity for not less that $200,000. 
 
But what about Forest Service roads?  Those roads are not public highway unless 
the Lieutenant Governor in Council declares it to be by an order in council. 
This is very significant because it means that Forest Service road users do not 
have to comply with all of the provisions of the Motor-vehicle Act because Forest 
Service roads are not considered highways.   Instead, users of these roads must 
comply with the provisions of Forest Service Road Regulations. 
 
A  person who operates a motor-vehicle on a Forest Service Road  must  be 
insured under a valid and subsisting contract of accident insurance providing 
insurance against liability to 3rd parties in the amount of at lease $200,000.  Unlike 
the mandatory insurance required under the motor-vehicle Act on a highway, this 
coverage does not have to come from ICBC.  It can be provided by private  
insurers.  The fine for not carrying this insurance is $345.  
 
Of interest is BC’s motor-cycle helmet law.   It requires motor-cycle operators and 
passengers to wear an approved safety helmet.  The section does not stipulate 
where, therefore it applies everywhere: on road, off road or in your back yard.  
This means persons on 2 wheel motor-cycles and “trikes” must wear helmets but 
does not include Quads.   
 
A class 5 license is adequate for the operation of a Quad.  You must carry you 
driver’s license and proof of insurance with you and produce same when 
requested by an enforcement officer.     
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In September 2004, a female grizzly bear was shot and left wounded and 
paralysed on the banks of the Atnarko River. The incident was not reported to any 
authorities and it was approximately 18 hours before park officials were able to 
put the bear down safely. There were no initial suspects. After a 24-month 
investigation by the conservation officer service in Bella Coola, and numerous tips 
from the public, charges were laid in 2007.  Now a Williams Lake man has been 
convicted and fined $11,000! 
 
Illegal hunting and fishing activities threaten provincial fish and wildlife 
resources. Minister Penner encourages the public to report all poachers and 
polluters by calling 1-877-952-RAPP (7277), #RAPP (7277) on the TELUS 
Mobility Network, or by visiting the website at 
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 The BC Wildlife Federation offers a reward of up to $2,000 for 
information leading to the conviction of persons breaking wildlife laws, 
vandalizing private property and breaking other property laws. 
 
 The ministry is also investing $1 million this year in the Conservation 
Officer Service’s commercial environmental investigations unit (CEIU). 
Launched last year, the unit focuses on environmental compliance primarily 
related to commercial and industrial activities. The CEIU has eight senior 
investigators and a manager located in five key areas of the province �  Prince 
George, Kamloops, Nelson, Surrey and Nanaimo.  
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Send us your news, stories and items of   interest.  
If your article is selected for an upcoming 
newsletter we will send you a T-Shirt: 
 
The purpose of the BCWF Newsletter is to provide 
your club with news and information that you want to 
see.  This is your Newsletter containing your news.   

If you have any comments, questions or an article for 
future newsletters please contact Jorge at 
development@bcwf.bc.ca or 604-291-9990 Ext. 223 
or feel free to contact any BCWF staff member. �
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